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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

AUG 1 6 2005 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



APPLICANT: 



JOHN S. MARBSCA J3T AL. 



SRRIAL NUMBER: 09/752,090 

J'J LJtiD: December 29, 2000 



FOR: 



METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 
PROVIDING AN END-TO-END 
BUSINRSS PROCESS FOR ELECTRONIC) 
SUPPLIER QUALIFICATION AND ) 
QUALITY MANAGEMENT ) 



) 

) Group Art Unit: 
) 2122 
) 

) Before the Examiner: 

) Zhen.WeiY. 
) 
) 

) Confirmation No. 
4024 



Mail Slop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Prfr-Apucal Brief Request for Review 

In response to the IMnal Office Action dated July 21, 2005, and in conjunction with the 
concurrently filed Notice of Appeal, the Applicants submit the following for entry in the 
above-identified application. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 44-79 arc pending in the instant application. The Examiner has rejected claims 
44-79 os being allegedly unpatentable over Aycock et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,765,138 
(hereinafter "Aycock") in view oTCiervnis et a)., U.S. Patent No. 6,381,579 (hereinafter 
"Gcrvais"). 

The Applicants submit that the rejections of claims 44-79 are in error because the 
Examiner has not met the burden of establishing a prima facie case of obviousness in 
contravention of the provisions of 35 USC 103. 

The Examiner slates that with respect to claims 44 and 66, thai Aycock teaches all of 
the limitations of claims 44 and 66 except for the recitation of a web-based user interface and 
shared data repository, The Examiner introduces Gcrvais as teaching these missing elements. 

The Applicants submit that the rejections of claims 44 and 66 by the Examiner are in 
error because the limitation "qualifying suppliers, parts, and technologies including: acquiring 
supplier capabilities, part data, and supplier technology data from at least one collaborative 
source" is not met by the cited art reference, namely Aycock. The Examiner cites column 3, 
lines 45-52, and column 7, lines 1-16 in support of the rejections. In fact, the portions of 
Aycock relied upon the Examiner disclose "a database storing a plurality of existing standards 
Tor use in formulating a set of requirements for a project, a vendor database storing existing 
vendor performance reports, historical vendor performance reports, and prior on-site audit 
reports, a product database identifying product performance and reliability for existing 
products supplied by existing and prior vendors. . While Aycock may teach some aspect of 
qualifying suppliers, it docs not teach or suggest qualifying parts and technologies. The mere 
existence of database that stores past and present audit and perfomiancc data does not 
necessarily result in a capability to perform qualification of supplier parts and technologies. 
Thus, Aycock does not leach qualifying suppliers, parts, and technologies including acquiring 
supplier capability data, part data, and supplier technology data. Because Aycock docs not 
teach each of the elements of claims 44 and 66, the introduction of Gcrvais as allegedly 
leaching a web-based user interface and shared repository would not cure the deficiencies of 
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Aycock. Accordingly* the Applicants submit that there exists clear error in the outstanding 
rejections of claims 44 and 66. Claim 55 recites a limitation substantially similar lo that 
above with respect to claims 44 and 66 and for at least this reason, it is believed that clear 
error exists in the outstanding rejection of claim 55. 

The Applicants submit that the rejections of claims 77 and 79 by the Kxamincr arc in 
error because thu limitation "qualifying suppliers, parts, and technologies including: acquiring 
supplier capabililies, part data, and supplier technology data from at least one collaborative 
source" is not met by the cited art reference, namely Aycock, as described above with respect 
to claims 44 and 66. 

Moreover, with respect to claims 77 and 79, Aycock docs not disclose the limitation 
"placing a technology survey on the Web, said technology survey accessible to at least one 
supplier, said technology survey associated with an engineering organization related to a 
technology being surveyed " There is simply no teaching in Aycock of a technology survey. 
Nor is there any teaching that the technology survey is associated with an engineering 
organization related to the technology being surveyed. Rather, Aycock leaches an entity 
generating an *\RJ r P/K.i f Q "using interactive software enabling access to a database storing a 
plurality of supplier quality process maturity requirements" (column 9, lines 5-9) and provides 
limited access lo databases to obtain information relating the RFP/RFQ itself or standards 
references in the RFP/RFQ (col. 9, lines 14-17). It is further submitted that Aycock docs not 
tench the limitation "analyzing said completed technology survey and qualifying said at least 
one supplier based on results of said analyzing." As explicitly disclosed in Aycock, supplier 
qualification occurs not based upon the results of analyzing a completed survey, but rather 
upon "validation of the supplier responses" lo an on-sile evaluation at the supplier site 
(column 3, lines 35-39). 

In addition, with respect to claims 77 and 79, Aycock does not disclose the limitations 
"wherein said qualifying parts includes: accessing part qualification data via said web-based 
user interface; analyzing said port qualification data; and qualifying said parts based upon 
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results of said analyzing.^ As indicated above with respect to claims 44 and 66, Aycock is 
devoid of teaching qualifying parts. Aycock is further devoid of teaching accessing part 
quflli fication data and analyzing and qualifying Ihu pail qualification data. Because Aycock 
does not teach each of the elements of claims 77 and 79, the introduction of Gervais as 
allegedly teaching a web-based user interface and shared repository would not cure the 
deficiencies of Aycock. Accordingly, the Applicants submit that there exists clear error in the 
outstanding rejections of claims 77 and 79, Claim 78 reciles a limitation substantially similar 
to ihnt above with respect to claims 77 and 79 and for at least this reason, it is believed that 
clear error exists in the outstanding rejection of claim 78. 

In view of the foregoing, it is urged that the final rejection of claims 44-79 be 
overturned. The final rejection is in error and should be reversed. The fee set forth in 37 CFR 
41.20(b)(1) is enclosed herewith, Tf there arc any additional charges with respect to this 
Request, or otherwise, please charge thorn to Deposit Account No. 50-05 1 0. 



Respectfully submitted, 



CANTOR COLBURN LLP 




Marisa J. Dubulc 
Registration No, 46,673 
Confirmation No. 4024 
Customer No. 48915 



Date: August 16,2005 

Address: 55 Griffin Uoad South, Bloomltcld, CT 06002 
Telephone No: (860) 286-2929 
Pa* No: (860)286-0115 
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